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audit of all H-plated (historic) vehicles in the club – or 
at least those registered in the ACT. The concessional 
registration scheme (CRS) allows owners of veteran 
(pre-1919), vintage (1919-1930) and historic (1931-
1986) vehicles to register their vehicles for a greatly 
reduced fee – subject to certain strict conditions of 
usage. The scheme is jointly administered by the 
ACT Road Transport Authority and the Council of 
ACT Motor Clubs, to whom the club pays an annual 
affiliation	fee.

As of June 2016, the PAC has 12 members’ 
cars registered as historic vehicles (more than 30 
years old), ranging from a 1953 203 to a 1985 505 GTi 
(the Pillans family 1949 203 is registered in NSW and 
is therefore not part of the ACT CRS). 

To register a car as part of the CRS, I undertake 
an annual vehicle inspection and sign a CRS form 
which must be provided, by the owner, to the RTA, 
when the vehicle is re-registered. My inspection 
includes	assessment	of	any	modifications	to	the	
car, its general condition and a check of the vehicle 
logbook which must be kept as part of the CRS 
scheme.

The spirit of the CRS is to provide a way for 
older vehicles, which are used on a limited basis by 
their owners, to be kept roadworthy and to be driven 
to approved club events, without incurring exorbitant 
registration fees. As well as club events, CRS vehicles 
can be taken on “occasional test runs” of up to 40 
km	radius,	with	the	generally	accepted	definition	of	
“occasional” being no more than once or twice a 
month. There is also a limit of 3,000 km per year, 
which can be checked against the vehicle log book.

I suspect that there may be more PAC members 
who could take advantage of the CRS. Please contact 
me if you wish to consider registering one or more 
of your vehicles as part of the scheme. Many 505s 
and 205s are now more than 30 years old. There are 
already two 505s in the CRS and I look forward to 
seeing a 205 join the ranks sometime soon.

Our next club meeting will be held at the 
Raiders Weston Club on Tuesday 28 June, at 8 pm, 

Greetings all,
 

Good news: This year’s winter solstice 
(shortest day of the year) has passed – it was on 
21 June – so the days are getting longer (though 
not necessarily warmer). Unusually, the solstice 
also coincided with a full moon, which doesn’t 
happen very often – the last time was in 1967, the 
year my 404 was made, and the next time will be 
2062 when my 404 will be nearly 100 years old.

Bad news: the weather gods did not smile 
on us for the annual Battle of Waterloo which was 
due to be held on Sunday 19 June. The forecast 
was for heavy rain, so the organisers reluctantly 
decided to postpone the event until later in the 
year. I doubt that the original Battle of Waterloo 
would have been postponed because of adverse 
weather!

One of the tasks that I have to undertake, 
as Club Registrar, at this time of year, is an annual 

with dinner and drinks from 7 pm. Unfortunately, I 
will be in Adelaide next week, but that should not 
deter people from attending - the bistro serves 
good food and drinks at reasonable prices and, 
as always, you can enjoy the company of an 
enthusiastic group of Peugeotphiles.

In July, we will celebrate Bastille Day at a 
time	and	place	to	be	confirmed.

Keep on Pugging,

Brad Pillans
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Classifieds
FOR SALE 

203 Peugeot 1949  
203 Peugeot 1949. Fully restored to original condition, some 
years ago, and still looks good (see photo at right). Six volt 
battery system. Factory sun-roof. Windscreen sun-visor and 
roof-rack (both as new). Old tyres could do with replacing, but 
otherwise a very nice car and always popular at car displays. 
Currently on NSW historic plates. $7,500 ono. Brad Pillans 0427 
662 112.

504 Peugeot 1972 
504 Peugeot 1972, white. Has been in the 
same family for 44 years. Only 28,000 miles. 
Located in Canberra ACT. Not currently 
running. Free but acquirer must cover cost 
of removal. See photo in May 2016 Roar. 
Contact Andrew on 0409 737 248 

Parts 

403 roof rack  
403 roof rack, 404 repair manual, collection of old 
copies of RoaR. Offers Joan Gare 6248 6570. 

Wanted 

Pre-1967 404 fuel tank  
Pre-1967 404 fuel tank. Colin 0414 484 398
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28 June 2016 Club meeting, the Weston Club, with dinner from 7pm and the meeting at 8pm. The Weston 
Club at 1 Liardet St, Weston.
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Proposed program of French car drives, 4th Sunday of even month

28 August 2016 - Jugiong, lunch at Long Track Pantry  

23 October 2016 - Mt Stromlo, tour of recently restored Directors House. Hopefully Scope Café will have re-
opened.
 

4 December 2016 - Christmas BBQ at Lake Ginninderra

Please contact Lisa on reno1338@hotmail.com.
Lisa Molvig 
Social Secretary 
Renault Owners Club of Canberra 
Australia 
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PSA Group announces 

new range of 11 electric 

vehicles     

20 June 2016 

PSA Group will launch 11 electric Citroën, 
Peugeot and DS vehicles in Europe within 
the	next	five	years.

Four of these will be pure-electric 
models, with a range of up to 280 miles, 
with the remainder plug-in petrol-electric 
hybrids, which will be able to travel up to 37 
miles on battery power alone.

The electric vehicle (EV) plans were 
detailed by PSA Group following an an-
nouncement that it is going to reduce the 
number of vehicle platforms it uses from 
six to two – both capable of running petrol, 
diesel	and	electrified	powertrains.

PSA chairman of the managing board 
Carlos	Tavares	said:	“We	will	use	efficient	
modular platform (EMP2) for the top-of-the-
range C- and D-segment cars and common 
modular platform (CMP) for B- and entry-
level C-segment models.

“EMP2 will receive the plug-in hybrid 
technology, which will give the best of two 
worlds.

“You will have a 60km (37 miles) pure 
EV mode and because it’s a combination of 

electric power and internal combustion engine 
you have the ability for a lot more travel.

“Fuel consumption will, on average, be a 
40% drop in real-world conditions compared to 
petrol.”

The CMP-based models will be pure-
electric.	DS	will	be	the	first	brand	to	receive	the	
technology in 2019, with the launch of one plug-
in hybrid and one fully-electric model.

By the end of 2021, there will be a total 
of four fully-electric and seven plug-in hybrids 
available across the three brands.

PSA Group analysis showed these power-
trains were the most suitable for future transport 

needs and will phase out its diesel-electric 
hybrid powertrains when the new models are 
introduced.

Tavares added: “Our product strategy 
has been built to ensure that every year, in 
each region, we deliver one new Peugeot, one 
new Citroën and one new DS model.”

Pure-electric powertrain

The pure-electric cars will feature a 
50kWh battery pack using lithium-ion technol-
ogy, which weighs 300kg, and this will power 
a 115hp electric motor to give a range of up to 
280 miles.
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PSA Group will offer two charging so-
lutions: ultra-fast charging which recharges 
80% of the battery in 30 minutes – a range 
of up to 7.5 miles per minute of charging 
– and home charging via a 7kW onboard 
charger which will give a range of up to 62 
miles in 90 minutes, or a full charge in eight 
hours.

Plug-in hybrid vehicles

Two-wheel drive plug-in hybrids will 
pair a petrol engine delivering 150hp to 
200hp with a 107hp electric motor, while 
four-wheel drive versions will use a further 
107hp motor to power the rear wheels.

Both versions will use a 12-13kWh 
battery to provide a battery-only range of up 
to 37 miles.

They will be available with a four-hour 
charging system as  well as an optional fea-
ture for recharging the battery in less than 
two hours.

Manufacturer News

Peugeot solar energy 

charging station

Peugeot Design Lab has designed a solar 
energy charging station for electric vehicles for 
DRIVECO 

The Parasol’s design combines ecology 
and technology with a wooden framework sup-
porting the photovoltaic panels, thus providing 
protective shade for vehicles while they charge. 

This partnership continues PEUGEOT’s 
commitment to “zero emission” mobility, from 
producer to consumer. The inauguration of the 
world’s	first	intelligent	solar	road	took	place	
today in Ajaccio. 

Peugeot Design Lab staff have com-
pleted a project which acknowledges the value 
of the modernity and ecological vocation of the 
DRIVECO Parasol. 

The open wooden structure which sup-
ports 150 sq. m of solar panels acts like a 
canopy, while the Parasol’s splayed bases 

harmoniously house the charging terminals 
and electricity storage batteries. This project 
required the skills of designers, 3D modellers 
and experts in colours and materials.

The DRIVECO Parasol is a charging 
station comprising 88 photovoltaic panels and 
lithium-ion batteries for the production and 
storage of solar energy. With this method, 
electricity can be distributed at any time, even 
when sunlight levels are low, and is shared 
among a network of several Parasols, thanks 
to the intelligent “smart grid” energy manage-
ment system. 

Each Parasol is universal and can 
charge up to seven cars, scooters or bicycles 
simultaneously, 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week, with the charging time depending on 
the mode selected - rapid or normal.

The partnership between Peugeot De-
sign Lab and DRIVECO reinforces PEUGE-
OT’s commitment to electric mobility with the 
aim of zero CO2 emissions from the producer 
through to the consumer. PEUGEOT has 
been selling a range of electric vehicles to 
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meet all requirements since 2010: bicycles, private cars with 
the iOn and commercial vehicles with the electric Partner. 

Since April 2015, PEUGEOT has also been offering 
the Electric Box range which includes a PEUGEOT iOn and 
an electric bicycle. 

Peugeot news

N
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South-east run cancelled     

Neville Sumerill has called off the Pugger 
Bugger’s run through the south-east of the 
state because heavy rain in the area made 
many of the roads impassible.

Also, the conditions were not the best for 
the camping that would be required at some 
stages of the route.

Neville said there were three starters for 
the trip, which would have taken in roads and 
places in his part of the state where he had 
never visited.

He was disappointed at missing out on 
the planned walk through rugged bush to 
the spectacular remote Marble Arch south 
of Braidwood – another good test for the 
78-year-old’s knee replacements – because 
the Shoalhaven River was up and would be 
impossible to cross.

He is looking forward to the Murray trek 
later in the year. There would be some inter-
esting events to catch on the way, he said.
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The next big things: the 

boss reveals technology 

and business changes 

transforming Peugeot 

Citroën     

19 June 2016

Gavin Green

► Interview with PSA boss Carlos Tavares
► Why he thinks Peugeot is better than the Ger-
mans

► How DS can become a premium brand success 

‘Citroën needs to be different, and of our 
three brands, has the widest scope for inno-
vation. The C4 Cactus is not a mainstream 
car. It’s fresh, polarising and rewarded for 
being	different.	It’s	successful	and	profit-
able. Citroën is a smart, humanistic and 
optimistic brand. I need to let them do what 
they feel is good. They’re going in the right 
direction.’

> ‘Peugeot is quite a German brand – 
well engineered, well manufactured, ele-
gant, not showing off. They are at the upper 
end of the generalist brands. We shouldn’t 
forget that Peugeot was born in eastern 
France – near the German border.’

> ‘We want to make PSA less reliant 
on Europe and more international. Ironi-

cally, we now see Western Europe growing [last 
year it was the world’s fastest growing major 
car market] and China and many other promis-
ing ‘developing’ markets such as Brazil under-
perform or drop. Life is full of surprises… But it 
doesn’t affect our plans. If we want to be protect-
ed from sudden sales shifts the only answer is 
to ‘go global’ so you can level off the peaks and 
troughs of individual markets. That is why our 
direction is to become even more global.’

> ‘With DS Automobiles, we’re trying to 
bring French luxury to the automotive world – in 
artistry, style and craftsmanship. We’ll introduce 
as much technology as we need, but absolute 
technical innovation is not the angle [unlike 
the	old	DS].	DS	is	already	profitable.	We’re	not	
pushing volumes because that 
can hurt residuals and margins 
and that’s disastrous for premium 
brands.’

> ‘It’ll take 30 years for 
DS to be a successful premium 
brand. That’s how long it took 
Audi.	How	do	I	define	success?	
We currently sell DS’s for 10-12% 
less than equivalent Audis. Suc-
cess is partly about matching 
their transaction prices.’ 

> ‘If our full year results are 
as good as our half year results 
[€571million	net	profit,	or	£415mil-
lion,	PSA’s	first	half	year	profit	
since 2011], then I think we’d say 

our ‘Back in the Race’ turnaround plan is com-
plete. But life isn’t that easy. So far we’ve had 
tail winds, like low oil price, favourable curren-
cy exchange rates and a surprising rebound 
in the European market. Maybe that will now 
change to headwinds.’

> ‘We were slow to get into SUVs and 
we still have fewer cars than we’d like. But I’m 
optimistic. New cars are in the pipeline and 
they’re outstanding. We are catching up fast 
with SUVs and crossovers. We’ve launched 
the DS4 Crossback and the Aircross Citroën 
concept. That problem will be solved.’

> ‘The disadvantage of being a French 
carmaker is that in the mind of some consum-
ers our technology is behind the Germans. 
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That is not true. If you look at the ADAC 
statistics on breakdowns, for example, you’ll 
see how we compare with the Germans, 
and our rankings are as good, sometimes 
better. Nobody has a monopoly on disci-
pline and rigour. I’d like to combine the Latin 
creative mindset with German rigour. On the 
positive side, we are usually regarded as 
more artistic and stylish.’

Car

That pay? I’m cheap, says 

Peugeot chief

Peter Wilson

The Peugeot Group board’s decision to 
double chairman Carlos Tavares’s salary to 
€5.2 million (A$8.3million) sparked angry 
debate	in	France,	with	finance	minister-
Michel Sapin calling the raise “harmful”.

But	the	architect	of	the	rapid	financial	
turnaround	–	he	bettered	the	five-year	plan	
in two years – shrugged it off.

It was a board decision to give him 
the bonuses, Tavares told Automotive News 
Europe. Besides, he was relatively cheap.

“There is a global market for CEOs 
just as there is a market for soccer players 
and Formula One drivers. I’m paid about 

one third to a half as much as my peers.”
Tavares heads Europe’s second largest 

auto maker with a key role in the French econo-
my and gave it the kiss of life. So how does he 
square up with our locals?

Australia’s best paid CEO last year was 
Ken MacKenzie of Amcor, who retired with pay 
and golden handshake of $20.92 million, Mac-
quarie group’s Ken Nicholas Moore collected 
$16.4 million, ore giant Rio Tinto’s Sam Walsh 
pocketed $11.9 million and ANZ Bank’s Mike 
Smith got a modest $10.84 million.

The CFDT labour union had a moan 
about the money but the company said French-
based employees will average a €2,000 bonus 
for their role in the turnaround.

Meanwhile, Tavares in discussing his 
new Push to Pass strategy, says the new plan 
– it’s scored scoffs from some analysts – is the 
company’s	lever	to	becoming	the	most	efficient	
car-maker in the world.

So far only a part of the company’s poten-
tial had been seen, he said.

Fifteen teams had worked for eight 
months	to	develop	a	number	of	projects	to	fix	
the company’s weaknesses while still achieving 
operation excellence and selling great cars.

Automotive News Europe’s Luca Ciferri 
asked why Push to Pass had excluded a sales 
volume target.

“Volume can be the enemy of value,” 
Tavares said. “It is measured by revenue, by 
operating margin and by market and product 

coverage.
“This industry has made many, many 

mistakes in recent years by always pushing 
volume. There is a point at which pushing 
volume can destroy value.

“At the end of the day, growth is not the 
goal, it is the reward of a job well done. To me, 
performance matters more than size.”

He acknowledged it is very tough to 
achieve	profitability	in	the	auto	industry,	“but	
we know how to run a healthy car company, 
even if we are not one of the biggest ones.

“The Push to Pass plan is designed to 
demonstrate that a midsize company like ours 
can	one,	grow	profitably	and	two,	use	its	agil-
ity to adapt to the chaos we face everywhere,” 
he said.

So where did he see the mission of 
each of the three brands?

Tavares said he wanted Peugeot to 
become the best high-end generalist brand.

Citroën is “the people-minded brand, 
with a 360-degree approach to comfort. We 
plan to grow its volume by 30 per cent by 
2021,” he said.

DS is the French avant-garde luxury 
experience.	It	will	get	five	new	global	products	
in	the	next	five	years	to	reach	a	six-model	
range. And, he reminded, the success of a 
premium brand is not measured in volume but 
in pricing power.

“We have been enormously disciplined 
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in pricing,” Tavares said. “What I have told 
my	brand	CEOs	is	very	simple:	The	first	
thing you need to do is control pricing. It 
is absolutely strategic. Look, for example, 
at the agricultural sector. People who pro-
duce milk are demonstrating in the streets 
because they cannot 
make a living based 
on the current price 
they get for their prod-
uct.

“It’s very sim-
ple. If you are unable 
to get the proper value 
from the products 
you sell, you go bust. 
Is controlling pricing 
tough? Yes. But it is 
feasible and we ac-
complished it.”

Meanwhile, 
Tavares has been 
awarded the Issigonis 
Trophy by Autocar 
magazine, an industry 
reference worldwide. 
The award was grant-
ed in recognition of 
the excellence of the 
PSA Group’s product 
and technology plan 
at global level, and in 
respect of line-up im-

provements made at the Group’s three brands, 
Peugeot, Citroën and DS.

Previously, on 17 May, Tavares was also 
named Spanish daily ElMundo’s Man of the Year 
for	his	role	in	the	PSA	Group’s	financial	recov-
ery.

The Issigonis Trophy is named after Sir 

Alec Issigonis, creator of one of the most 
iconic British cars of all time, the Mini.

- with ANE and agencies
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PSA Group signs the final 
contract with its Iranian 

partner     

Sorin Petcu

22 June 2016

Following the preliminary agreement 
announced at the beginning of the year, 
Peugeot-Citroën sealed the deal with Iran 
Khodro this week.

The	first	European	tour	of	Iranian	
President Hassan Rouhani concluded in 
January with a business deal for Peugeot 
Citroën, as it announced it has reached a 
preliminary agreement for a 50:50 venture 
with Iran Khodro, its long-time partner in the 
pre-sanction period and the biggest au-
tomaker in the country. 

Both companies have now said they 
finally	signed	the	final	joint	venture	deal	that	
would lead to a €400-million investment 
over	the	next	five	years	in	manufacturing	
and R&D operations for revamping the 50 
years old factory near Teheran. 

The French automaker plans to locally 
launch the Peugeot 208 hatchback, 2008 
crossover	and	301	sedan,	with	the	first	ve-
hicles expected to roll off the production line 
there in the second half of 2017.

Peugeot withdrew from the Iranian market 
in 2012 as a result of sanctions over the coun-
try’s nuclear program, which at that time also 
extended to the automotive industry. 

Before the forced exit, the French au-
tomaker sold 473,000 units in 2011, making it 
the biggest-selling European carmaker at that 
time, on a market that peaked at 1.6 million ve-
hicles. It should regain this level within 2 years, 
reaching 2 million units on an annual basis by 
2022, PSA estimated. 

Iran’s auto market has once again become 
a very luring sector for the global automakers 
and many of them have announced their plans 
for a reentry.

INAUTONEWS
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PSA Group produces 

millionth EURO 6 diesel     

5 May 2016

The millionth Euro 6 BlueHDi diesel engine 
rolled off the assembly line at Trémery, in 
the Moselle region of France this week.

Two different sized Euro 6 Blue-
HDi diesel engines are manufactured at 
Trémery: 1.6 (100 hp and 120 hp) and 2.0l 
(150 hp and 180 hp). BlueHDi technol-
ogy, which was gradually rolled out across 
the PSA Group’s vehicles from September 
2013 ahead of the introduction of the Euro 
6 standard in September 2014, is now used 
on all Peugeot, Citroën and DS brand Euro 
6 diesel models.

In Australia, the Euro 6 BlueHDi diesel 
drivetrain is available in the following mod-
els:

- Peugeot 308 hatch and touring
- Peugeot 508 GT
- Citroën Grand Picasso
- DS 4 Crossback
- DS 5
BlueHDi technology continuously limits 

diesel engine pollutant emissions using 
three	emissions	control	mechanisms	fitted	
in the exhaust line: an oxidation catalyst, an 
additive-technology	particulate	filter	to	elimi-
nate particulates in mass and number, and 

Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) technology, 
which is positioned upstream of the particulate 
filter	to	significantly	reduce	the	nitrogen	oxides	
(NOx) released by the engine.

BlueHDi technology is the subject of 
around	100	patents	filed	by	PSA	Group.

The site currently manufactures 7,000 
diesel engines a day, of which 5,000 are 1.6l 
engines (815,000 units manufactured since 
its launch in 2014) and 2,000 are 2.0l engines 
(185,000 units manufactured since September 
2013).

General manager for Peugeot, Citroën 
and DS Australia, Kai 
Bruesewitz said that 
the achievement is a 
demonstration of PSA 
Group’s commitment 
to emissions reduc-
tions. “Across all of its 
marques, PSA offers 
some of the most pow-
erful	and	efficient	drive-
trains for motorists,” said 
Bruesewitz.

“With over 125 
years of drivetrain devel-
opment and engineering 
experience this is our 
opportunity to leverage 
PSA Group’s lead in 
development and rollout 
of	powerful	and	efficient	

drivetrain technology” said Bruesewitz.
Commenting on the achievement, Chris-

tian Chapelle, PSA Group Vice-President, 
Powertrain and Chassis Engineering, said. 
“After	pioneering	the	use	of	the	particulate	fil-
ter	in	2000	and	being	the	first	carmaker	to	use	
SCR technology on all its vehicles, this mile-
stone of one million BlueHDi engines – the 
most effective pollutant emissions reduction 
solution	in	the	market	–	confirms	PSA	Group’s	
commitment to offering its customers sustain-
able and clean mobility solutions.”
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Peugeot family considers 

raising stake     

12 June 2016

France’s Peugeot family is ready to con-
sider raising its stake in PSA Group, the 
carmaker it controlled until a government-
backed bailout in 2014, former chairman, 
Thierry Peugeot, and other members of the 
founding clan said.

“We can make the effort,” Thierry 
Peugeot told the Les Echos business daily. 
“We should move decisively; there are a lot 
of us who think the same way.”

The French state and China’s 
Dongfeng Motor each took 14% stakes in 
PSA in a €3 billion capital increase in 2014, 
diluting the Peugeots’ holding to the same 
level and ending family control of the car-
maker as it teetered close to bankruptcy.

Two years into the company’s ebullient 
recovery under new PSA chief executive, 
Carlos Tavares, the government is now con-
sidering the sale of all or part of its stake, 
officials	say.

However, Thierry’s cousin Robert 
Peugeot, who heads the main family holding 
company, sounded a more prudent note in 
the joint interview while maintaining that the 
family was “open” to making a new invest-
ment.

“We don’t have unlimited resources,” he 
told Les Echos in a rare group interview.

Thierry Peugeot was forced off PSA’s board 
after voicing public dissent over the French gov-
ernment gaining a stake in the automaker. He 
wanted PSA to raise money by selling shares on 
the market.

Financial Tribune
First Iranian English Economic Daily
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A sound head - Robert Peugeot (r).
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The story of two 508s:

508 Allure and the 508 GT

      

Now I have this Mate, let’s just say his 
name is Geoff for this little story, who re-
ceived an offer for his 508 Allure that was a 
little	hard	to	just	brush	off.	But	we	must	first	
go back a little in time to set the scene.

Geoff had asked if I knew where 
he might acquire an RCZ and I put him in 
touch with ‘Young Gerald’ at Australia’s best 
Peugeot dealership in Nambour. It tran-
spired that the RCZ was no longer available 
and there were not even any hiding in the 
Peugeot Australia labyrinth. It was at this 
time that the Pageant at Oberon intervened 
at which (or maybe just after) Geoff had a 
“sort of offer” for his Allure that was then 
discussed at length within his household 
and then discussed further with said Young 
Gerald. And so it transpired that said ‘Young 
Gerald’ would take carriage of this offer for 
Geoff’s 508 Allure and Geoff would pur-
chase a 508 GT from said ‘Young Gerald’ 
and Geoff asked if I would like to drive up to 
Nambour with him so he could pick up his 
508 GT.

So I set off from home at 8.00am on a 
Wednesday and drove over to Geoff’s place 
at Harden, transferred all my ‘stuff’ into his 
508 Allure and he and I and all his stuff as 

well set out for Nambour in QLD. On the way 
we stopped at Marulan so that Peugeot PR and 
Communications	people	could	interview	and	film	
Geoff and his 508 Allure. If you look at the www.
peugeot.com.au in the not too distant future you 
will probably see the interview and his 508 Allure 
and other people talking about their Peugeots 
and	driving	them.	(Hopefully	someone	will	find	
the link and let us all know where it is.)

If you haven’t been on a trip in a 508 
Allure then your life is poorer for it. The 508 
Allure travelled comfortably, never put a foot 

wrong and responded to everything that was 
thrown at it on the journey. We went up the 
coast and contended with road works, more 
road works, changes of road surfaces, idiot 
drivers,	traffic,	speed	cameras,	innumerable	
road signs, differing speed restrictions and 
more road works; really a disgraceful road to 
call Australia’s number 1 highway. Despite all 
this, the journey was a relaxing and enjoyable 
journey from Harden to Nambour with a mate 
I have known for over 40 years (his Dad used 
to service my MK IV Jag, then my MK V Jag 
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and	finally	my	E-type	back	in	the	late	‘60s	
before I found out about real motorcars and 
driving – doesn’t that sound pretentious). I 
could not fault the 508 Allure and think it is 
Peugeot getting back to the days of good 
touring cars like the 404 and more-so the 
504 and even the 505 used to be.

The car ran faultlessly, was comfort-
able and, being diesel, returned 5.1 l/100km 
for the over 1,200km trip. We stopped at 
Kempsey for a snooze on the way and after 
visiting an old girlfriend of mine in Nerang 
we arrived at Cullens, the dealership of said 
‘Young Gerald’, mid-morning Thursday. This 
is	when	Geoff	first	cast	eyes	on	his	new	
white 508 GT in the showroom.

Said ‘Young Gerald’ and all the staff 
at Cullens welcomed us almost royally, just 
as they do all their customers, and said 
‘Young Gerald’ and Geoff then set about 
overcoming the mountain of paperwork 
and ‘phone calls that are involved in the 
hand-over of the 508 Allure and purchase 
of the 508 GT. Around 2.30pm the 508 GT 
was Geoff’s and we transferred all my stuff 
and all Geoff’s stuff from the Allure into the 
GT and we headed off deciding we would 
go down the Newell Highway or down the  
‘middle’ of NSW and not have to put up with 
Australia’s (so-called) Highway Number 1.

The thought had entered our heads 
on the drive up that after about 50kms Geoff 
would be cursing and lamenting the loss of 

his 508 Allure. The Allure was 18 or so months 
old, had travelled just short of 80,000kms and 
there was nothing wrong with it. We’d had a 
comfortable drive up and had arrived refreshed 
and not washed out after the trip. But after leav-
ing Nambour and travelling on the hot mix roads 
to Beerwah and getting onto the Woodville Road 
out of Beerwah the road surfaces deteriorated 
a bit, became a bit more interesting to drive on 
and all thoughts of being disappointed in the 508 

GT were dispelled.
The trip back was interesting. We 

stopped for a snooze in Warwick, surprised by 
the 19 year-old or so young bloke at the motel 
who came out for a look at the new Peugeot. 
His Mum and Dad had had Peugeot 504s, 
505s and all sorts of ‘3s and ‘4s. He and his 
brother learnt to drive in a 208GTi and quote 
“.....had trashed it !!!......” (I did say he was 
young) but he thought the 508 GT was the 
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duck’s guts and we were right to stop and 
not drive through the night trying to dodge 
all the wild life. 

The 508 GT surprised both of us. 
It had more poise, turned in sharper and 
seemed to have a better presence on the 
road.	It	is	fitted	with	19”	rims	and	really	low	
profile	tyres	but	was	not	harsh,	did	not	jar	
in pot-holes and was not noisy. Peugeot 
has really sorted spring and damper rates 
on the 508 GT and it shows. 
Though both the 508 Allure 
and 508 GT are extremely 
quiet on the highway the 508 
GT is a noticeable step above. 
This does not detract from the 
508 Allure but makes the 508 
GT just that much better. This 
was best demonstrated when 
Geoff gave the 508 GT the 
“business” to get past several 
caravans and B-doubles; the 
speed increased rather quickly 
and the radio decided that it 
should turn the volume up as it 
did, probably because it is pro-
grammed to read more speed 
more volume. However with 
more speed it was necessary 
to turn the volume down on the 
radio because it was too loud.

Geoff’s	508	GT	is	fitted	
with the softer leather seats, 

heads up display (adjustable for height and 
brightness), self-dipping headlights and much 
more. It has sat-nav, blue tooth, memory seats 
and as I said much more. In fact the memory on 
the seats adjusts the seat, mirrors and heads 
up display when you change from one setting to 
another. The extra neddies that Peugeot have 
dialled in make it a startling performer. It runs 
easily and quickly to whatever speed you are 
game to drive it at. When you turn the cruise 

control back on after disengaging it the re-
turn to cruising speeds is much gentler than 
what happens in the Allure and it reaches the 
desired cruising speed effortlessly and without 
noticeably fussing about gear changes etc..

We discovered all sorts of things as we 
went along but the thing that impressed us 
most was the self-dipping headlights. They 
work instantaneously if someone is coming to-
ward you or even if you catch up to someone, 

they even dip when you 
drive into street-lit areas 
and we reckon there is 
a little monkey or person 
who peers through a little 
hole in the rear vision 
mirror	and	flicks	a	tog-
gle switch when he sees 
lights coming). Imagine 
the thought and complex-
ity in putting everything 
inside the rear vision mir-
ror so that it works to dim 
and then put the lights 
back up when the car 
has passed or you have 
passed the car in front.

There is nothing 
wrong with the 508 Al-
lure on the road but the 
508 GT is a remarkable 
car on the road; both are 

S
p

e
c
ia

l 
r
e
p

o
r
t

RoaR     June 2016                    Contents                                         19 



composed in corners, the steering is posi-
tive and feels good but the GT just takes it 
to the next level. It is responsive, easy to 
drive; it responds to a bit of verve if that is 
the way you want to drive.  I feel it is streets 
ahead of many cars that cost much, much 
more.

I must admit that I wondered if the 
508 GT was worth the extra $12,000 that 
they are asking above the price of a 508 
Allure;	I	would	now	say	definitely	yes!	Can	I	
say that Peugeot, in the 508 GT, have made 
a true touring Peugeot again! The 508 Allure 
is truly an extraordinary touring car but the 
GT is almost exceptional. Peugeot have set 
a high bench mark for future models with 
what they have produced with the 508 Allure 
and the 508 GT. 

Would I buy a diesel as the 508 GT is 
a diesel? No, I don’t think so as I still think 
that if you want to drive a diesel then buy 
a truck (but gee it is tempting after the ride 
from Harden to Nambour and back in the 
508 Allure and the 508 GT).

FLASH
PS Just in case you were wondering 

we were back in Harden just after 8.00pm 
on Friday and I was home in Bungendore 
just after 10.00pm.

New Peugeot 3008 revealed 

24 May 2016 

Peugeot has unveiled its new compact 3008 
SUV in an attempt to claw some market share 
away from its popular Japanese rivals.

The French brand has stretched its new-
generation 3008, lengthening its wheelbase and 
overall dimensions to create a more spacious 
cabin. Features include:

•	 First	Peugeot	SUV	based	on	all-new	
EMP2 platform

•	 All-new	design,	on-board	technology	and	
award winning drivetrains

•	 Vehicle	features	electric	scooter	with	
docking station in boot

•	 Due	for	Australian	introduction	2017.
The new look interior is highlighted by the 

adoption of the car maker’s new i-Cockpit tech-
nology. The new 3008 will ditch the conventional 
analogue instrument cluster and replace it with 
a	12.3-inch	digital	interface,	similar	to	that	first	
seen the Audi TT.

It will also be come with Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto, which is accessible through an 
eight-inch touchscreen in the centre console.

Peugeot has also brought back more 
physical controls to the centre console for func-
tions such as air-conditioning – one of the major 
complaints around its minimalist layout in current 
vehicles such as the 308.

A range of new thrifty engines will power 
the new 3008 including 1.2-litre and 1.6-litre 
petrol units, and 1.6-litre and 2.0-litre diesel 
options. The new Euro6 engines coupled with 
widespread use of high-strength steel to re-
duce weight will greatly improve fuel economy.

Peugeot is also offering a range of safety 
equipment in its new SUV including auto 
braking, anti-collision warning, lane departure 
warning, driver warning function, auto high 
beam, blind spot monitoring, park assist and 
adaptive cruise control.

The	new	Peugeot	3008	will	make	its	offi-
cial public debut at the 2016 Paris motor show 
in September.

Full	Australian	specifications	and	pric-
ing will be available closer to the car’s local 
launch	in	the	first	half	of	2017.
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Peugeot sentimental at 

Indianapolis 500  

2 June 2016  

Last weekend’s Indianapolis 500 
caught Peugeot in a sentimental mood 
as 100 years ago it was in the middle of 
a winning run at the famous race.

To celebrate a trio of motorsport 
victories in the early years of the fa-
mous speedway from 1913 to 1919, 
Peugeot has created the L500 R Hy-
brid, (pictured at right), “a futuristic 
interpretation of the Indy spirit”.

The L500 R is powered by a 
300kW plug-in hybrid driveline featur-
ing a petrol engine plus electric motors 
front and rear. With its sleek lines and 
light weight of just 1000kg, it can reach 
100km/h in 2.5 seconds and takes 
just 19 seconds to cover 1km from 
standstill. The single-seat cabin has 
hologram displays and a “virtual co-
pilot” can get involved by using a virtual 
reality headset.

The colour scheme is inspired by 
the L45 racer driven by Dario Resta, 
which won in 1916. By then Peugeots 
were regarded as the best cars in the 
world.

One of the L45’s predecessors, the L76, 
was	the	first	racer	to	reach	190km/h.	The	L76	
was	the	first	car	in	the	world	to	use	a	four-cylin-
der engine with four valves per cylinder plus a 
dual overhead camshaft.

Last Sunday’s race was won by debutant 

Alexander Rossi in a Honda-powered car.

The Australian and agencies
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100th Indy 500 

A champagne finish     
With the running this month of the 100th Indi-
anapolis 500 race and Peugeot’s plan to make a 

modest return to the US market, it’s a good excuse 

for to raise a glass and toast the family company’s 

role in the 1913 race that put the event on the oval 

brick speedway track on the international map and 

revolutionised racing engine design. And Peugeot 

went  on to win again in 1916.  

Peter Wilson reports.    

As the clouds of war gathered in Europe in 
1913, Carl Fisher, a co-founder of the new-
ish Indianapolis Speedway that opened in a 
rural setting in 1910, decided to invite Euro-
pean entries to add to glamour and raise the 
status of its 500-mile race. 

Since	the	first	Vanderbilt	Cup	in	1904	
several foreign manufacturers had made an 
annual trip to the US to demonstrate their 
superior products to an expanding market. 
The	venerable	firm	of	Peugeot	had	always	
declined the overtures, but after persua-
sion that the Speedway organisers were not 
gangsters the company decided to send a 
team of stellar drivers Jules Goux and Paul 
Zuccarelli with two race cars sporting sen-
sational new engines. 

Goux and Zuccarelli were engineer-
drivers from L’Equipe Boillot, a team of 
four known as the Charlatans that Robert 

Peugeot had contracted to develop a series of 
race cars independently from the factory engi-
neers. Driver Georges Boillot and brilliant engi-
neer-designer Ernst Henry were the others. 

Their new L76 four-cylinder engine of 7.6 
litres was full of major improvements generally 
thought in motoring circles to be recent. It had 
a	complex	single-piece	iron	casting	with	fixed	
cylinder head, four valves per cylinder controlled 
by two overhead camshafts, hemispherical 
combustion chambers, a crankshaft mounted on 
rollers	with	five	bearings,	a	dry	sump	pressure	
lubrication system and a Claudel barrel-valve 
carburettor. 

The dohc hemi-like head design, that 
has become everyday in the past few decades 
of	motoring,	gave	a	major	improvement	in	effi-
ciency to the slow-revving engines of the period. 
The	first	version	won	practically	all	the	races	in	

which it entered. Despite minor 
problems in the 1,530-km Grand 
Prix de l’AFC of 1912, Boillot beat 
the thundering Fiats with their 
four-cylinder 14.137- litre airship 
engines by 12 minutes. 

One	of	the	L76s	was	fitted	
with a very narrow body and on 
March 10, 1913 Goux drove it to 
set	a	new	flying	start,	half-mile	
record at Brooklands at 109.897 
mph, something that was great 
race publicity. Charles Faroux, the 
dean of French motoring journal-
ism, was impressed with their 

mastery of technique and published the basic 
technical description of the engine in La View 
Automobile with line drawings. 

This became the historic documenta-
tion on the L76 and appeared in translation in 
the US The Automobile in September 1912. 
Faroux accompanied the team to the Speed-
way and acted as their guide, guardian and 
interpreter. Their cars’ bore and long stroke 
of	110	x	200	had	been	modified	to	108	x	201	
to meet the new Indianapolis capacity limit of 
7.365 litres. 

In practice the French drivers found 
their lap times slower than expected and tyre 
wear dangerously rapid on the 4-km banked 
turn brick oval circuit. Veteran National brand 
driver Johnny Aitken, who was behind Joe 
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Dawson’s win in 1912 and could speak 
French, advised them on how to overcome 
the problem. He became their pit and strat-
egy manager. 

Joining the French and American 
competitors in the race were three Isottas 
from Italy, England’s Sunbeam, a Mercedes-
Knight and two American-owned Mercedes. 
The favourite in the betting was “Wild” Bob 
Burman in his American Keeton racer that 
had a new Duesenberg engine. He was 
regarded as America’s new speed king with 
a string of wins and had smashed Barney 
Oldfield’s	world	land	speed	record	with	
141.732 mph at Daytona Beach. 

The race was held in intense heat and 
Aitken knew that would increase tyre wear 
and advised the French drivers to run a cal-
culated “cool” race. Goux, accompanied by 
mechanic Emil Begin, took the lead in the 
fifth	lap.	When	he	pitted	on	the	15th	lap	with	
a shredded tyre and changed two tyres, he 
surprised the Americans in asking for some 
wine. Members of the French Alliance at 
the track had bottles of chilled Champagne 
ready for him at his next stop. 

Zucarelli wound up on the sidelines 
with a main bearing failing on the 18th lap. 
Goux wanted to let his car go and com-
plained at every pit stop he could have 
made	better	times.	Aitken	was	firm	and	
once Goux took the lead at the 140th mile 
contended there was no use in revving out 

the Peugeot. A wire service report said Goux 
drove a perfect race and adapted readily to the 
conditions, refusing to be drawn into pockets 
and courageously giving vent to sensational 
speeds. 

He changed eight tyres during the race, 
losing little time in the pits. The cars broke all 
speedway records for their class up to 250 miles 
but after 
that the 
many 
pit stops 
began to 
reduce 
average 
times. 
Goux was 
never 
headed 
even 
though 
the inter-
national 
contest 
became 
more 
intense 
from the 
400-mile 
point. An-
derson in 
the Stutz 
pushed 

him hard until the 287th lap when his magneto 
shaft broke with less than 20 miles to go and 
cost him the second prize. Goux carried the 
colours of France to victory for the $20,000 
prize with a time of 6hr 31 min 43.46 sec and 
an average of 76.59 mph. 

He didn’t beat Joe Dawson’s 78.7mph 
average of the previous year as he had no 
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Jules Goux with his mechanic Emil Begin posing for the cameras after the end of the race.
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need to use his speed. The hot day and 
many tyre changes made the race about 10 
minutes slower than 1912. Goux also got 
another $20,000 in prizes for 200, 300 and 
400	miles	and	was	the	first	winner	without	a	
relief driver. 

Stewart Wishart and Ralph De Palma 
defended	the	US	in	a	Mercer,	finishing	
second 6min 7sec behind for a $10,000 
prize.	Charles	Merz	had	a	daring	third	finish	
in a Stutz and thrilled the crowd of 90,000 
by	driving	the	last	lap	with	his	car	on	fire.	In	
front of the stand, mechanic Harry Martin 
climbed on to the bonnet, unbuckled the 
straps	and	beat	at	the	flames	with	bare	
hands. 

Frenchman Albert Guyot was fourth in 
the Sunbeam. Burman ran a hard-luck race. 
His	Keeton	caught	fire	in	the	55th	lap	and	
he had to change carburettors. This delay 
and	many	pit	stops	meant	the	car	finished	
20 laps behind. 

Mulford lost his chance of third when 
his Mercedes ran out of petrol in the back 
straight and his mechanic had to sprint a 
mile across the track for supplies. He was 
seventh. Four of the eight foreign cars 
received	prizes.	The	Isottas	did	not	finish.	
This race had no fatal accidents – a lot of 
drivers died in early racing – although Jack 
Tower in a Duesenberg-engined Mason 
broke his leg when his car overturned from 
a tyre blowout. After this race, the main front 
page report in many American newspapers 
of May 31, the Indy 500 began to upstage 
the Vanderbilt Cup in prestige. 

Peugeot returned to the US with improved 
racers, coming second in 1914 and won in both 
1916	and	1919,	though	the	field	included	replica	
Peugeots the Speedway had commissioned 
from the Premier Motor Corporation of Indiana 
and	other	racers	fielded	engines	with	their	take	
on the Henry design. But that is another story. 

The legend about the success swelled 
through the years with tales of Goux drinking 
as many as six bottles of Champagne. Even 
this	year	the	Indianapolis	Star	spoke	of	“flying	
Jules	quaffing	a	bottle	of	wine	to	cool	down	at	
his pit stops.” The Speedway banned alcohol 
for drivers the next year. However, in reviewing 
the refreshment situation, the Jalopnik website 
notes that Speedway historian Donald Davidson 

agreed the driver and mechanic drank Cham-
pagne for hydration in the hot conditions. They 
drank a bottle between them on the second 
stop, but they were half-pint small bottles, a 
quarter of the size of the standard 750mm bot-
tles and certainly not magnums. 

“The three other occasions merely 
consisted of either just a swallow or two, or 
perhaps mere use of the Champagne as a 
form of mouthwash,” Davidson decided. Nev-
ertheless,	the	flying	Jules	is	credited	with	the	
famous quote: “Without the good wine, I would 
not have won.”   
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Goux—the 1913 500 winner.
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Ford Fiesta XR2i vs 

Peugeot 205 GTi 

The Fiesta XR2i and Peugeot’s 205 GTI were at the 
top of their game back in 1989, but how did they com-
pare to each other?

Matt Burt
23 June 2016

  

Over two generations, the Ford Fiesta 
XR2 captured a healthy slice of the fast 
hatch market between full-blown GTis and 
‘warm’ models such as the Citroën AX GT.

For the follow-up XR2i, however, the 
sporty hatch gained fuel injection as well as 
a	price	tag	of	almost	£10,000	–	about	£1200	
more than the XR2. Suddenly the fast 
Fiesta was positioned against the Renault 
5 GT Turbo, Peugeot 205 GTi and Volkswa-
gen Golf GTi.

Under its bonnet was a new version 
of the CVH 1.6-litre engine, a development 
of the unit found in the Escort XR3i, with a 
power output of 110bhp giving it a 14bhp 
advantage over the outgoing XR2. Backing 
it up was 102lb ft at 2800rpm.

Those	figures	placed	the	£9995	hot	
Ford mid-way up the performance lad-
der, about a rung down from the most ac-
complished	contender,	the	115bhp,	£9835	

Peugeot 205 GTI 1.6. It was that six-year-old 
model, in many respects still the pacesetter, that 
Autocar lined up as a rival for a comparison test 
on Dartmoor.

“The XR2i has certainly got what it takes 
to stay with the 205 in any bar-room contest 
and comfortably shadows the French car on the 
road,” wrote our testers. “The 205 holds a 5bhp 
power advantage, the Ford a 4lb ft torque ad-
vantage. These are small margins but accurate 
pointers to how the pair feel in practice: the XR2i 
is more energetic low down, the 205 crisper high 
up.

“On the road, the Fiesta is far from out-
classed. Its low-end torque actually makes for 
more effortless progress, as it allows the driver 
the luxury of foregoing the occasional down-
change and revelling in the bubbly, 
Alfa-esque exhaust note the engine 
produces as it hauls up to peak 
torque at 2800rpm.

“But as the pace goes up, the 
enjoyment of using the CVH engine 
goes down. At 4000rpm, when the 
Peugeot’s XU engine is hitting its 
stride, the Ford’s motor becomes 
harsh and thrashy. And while the 
205 spins eagerly to its redline, the 
Fiesta driver is deciding whether to 
endure the din beyond 5000rpm.”

When it came to handling, the 
205 GTI ran rings around the Ford. 
“The XR2i’s troubles begin with its 

steering. Ford gives it a low ratio – 4.25 turns 
lock to lock – but the steering is still heavy at 
parking speeds and demands energetic twirl-
ing on fast, twisting roads. It is a compromise 
that doesn’t work.

“The 205 isn’t dogged by such indeci-
sion; its steering is hard work at low speeds 
but high-speed precision is superb. It is not 
particularly fast-geared at 3.75 turns across 
locks, but turn-in is razor sharp and the chas-
sis’	fine	balance	virtually	eliminates	under-
steer, so all movement at the steering wheel is 
resolved at the front wheels.

“Quite simply, the 205’s chassis does 
what a driver asks of it; the Fiesta’s can’t mus-
ter	a	definitive	response.”

The two cars were similar in terms of 
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ride,	both	being	“firm	around	town	
but acceptably smooth across 
country and on the motorway”. With 
the testers raving about the 205’s 
“blindingly fast” gear change com-
pared with the XR2i’s “smooth but 
long-winded” action, the compari-
son stacked up in the French car’s 
favour. “The XR2i has enough grip, 
though too much power is wasted 
in wheel spin at times, and its over-
all balance is safe. What the Ford 
ultimately lacks compared with the 
Peugeot, and most other GTis, is 
clarity of purpose and the ability to 
entertain.”

Autocar
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Peugeot Association of Canberra

Minutes of the General Meeting

24 May 2016 at the Weston Club ACT

Persons Present 

Brad Pillans President
Ross Stephens Secretary
Neil Sperring
Neil Birch
Ian Brock
Col Handley
Glen Bryden

Apologies

John Bower
Greg Francis
Allan Lance
Bill MacNamee

Visitors

Mitch 
Maia 

Introduction

1.  The meeting opened at 8:12pm, following dinner in 
the Weston Club Bistro. Brad welcomed the prospec-
tive members Mitch and Maia.  

Previous meeting

2.  The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
accepted. Prop; Sec, Seconded Brad; Carried unani-
mously.  
   
Matters arising from the Minutes of the previous 

meeting 

3.  Nil.

Financial report

4.  The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Glen who 
advised that there is $11,703.57 Cash at Bank 
at the time of the meeting with $60 CACTMC 
Affiliation	Fees	due.

Secretary’s report

5. Inward Correspondence
 
	 a.			Letter	from	the	Raider’s	Club	requesting	confir-

mation of the meeting room requirement and status 
of	PAC	as	a	not	for	profit	organization,	for	next	FY.	
For the record, as PAC is provided the meeting room 
free of charge, members are requested to take out 
Raiders Club Membership as a gesture of Acknowl-
edgement at the Princely sum of $7 for 5 years 
membership.

 b.  Club Magazines

	 c.		Letter	from	the	Office	of	Regulatory	Services	
(ORS) in response to the lodgment of the annual 
return.

 d.  New Member application from Mr. Parblo Shacon.

  
6. Outward Correspondence
  
 a,  Nil

Council of ACT Motor Clubs (CACTMC) report

7. a.   Main points from the CACTMC general meeting 
were as follows:

 i. Wheels Report – Held on the Treasury car park, 
a last minute venue change which proved advanta-
geous. NCA were appreciative and have suggested 
additional road closures to improve the event in the 
future were possible.  

 ii. MG Car Club Proposal, CACTMC to form a sub-
committee for consideration of constitutional and 
functional changes to be voted on at AGM in 2017.

 iii.  The Australian Council of Motor Clubs (ACMC) 
a body formed in NSW to represent the interests of 
car owners who do not fall under the umbrella of the 
Australian Historical Motoring Federation (AHMF). 
Was joined by CACTMC on a trial basis. There are 

issues with the running of the organization – Late 
notice of Meetings, lack of Minutes and Agenda for 
instance that does not auger well for the longev-
ity of the organization. CACTMC will see out the 
current membership year but is not intending to 
renew.

	 iv.		Club	Affiliation	Fees	due	in	June.	
.

General business

8. Main Points of General Business were as follows:

 i.  Brad welcomed Mitch and Maia to the meeting.

 ii.  Nothing further to report on the proposal to 
amalgamate the French Car Clubs in the ACT. 

 iii.  Battle of Waterloo to be held in Weston Park 
Yarralumla on Sun 19 June.

 iv.  The action from the previous meeting with 
respect to the availability of electronic copies club 
magazines from Vic and NSW to be circulated 
electronically to the PAC Membership – ongoing.

Close

9. There being no further business, the meeting 
closed at 8:37pm. The next meeting will be held on 
Tuesday 28 June ‘16.  

M
in

u
te

s

RoaR     June 2016                    Contents                                         33 


